CHAPTER XI
AT HOME

A DAY or two after his return from France, Douglas was
received by the King at Buckingham Palace, and they talked
together for over an hour. Douglas spoke to the King of
some of the difficulties he had had to contend with during
the war and how Lloyd George had wanted to dismiss
all the commanders, one after the other, even Douglas him-
self, only it had been impossible to find a suitable successor
to him. During his interview with the King Douglas put
forward his idea of a great united church. It had always been
Douglas's ideal to see a great-minded Imperial Church
which would embrace all our churches. He thought there
would be difficulty in getting the Roman Catholics to join,
but such a church would be the means of binding the
Empire together. He always said that the war was a glorious
opportunity missed for the formation of such a church. He
-urged that no time should be lost in getting to work and
organising an Imperial body of control consisting of repre-
sentatives of all denominations. He considered that an
Imperial Church created to unite us all in the service of God
would assuredly prevent the British Empire from sharing
the fate of the great empires of the past that had dis-
appeared because there was no church or religion to bind all
together.

On the ifth of April 1919 Douglas took over command
of the Home Forces and had his G.H.Q. in the Horse
Guards. Sir William Robertson, from whom he took over,
had had a lot of anxiety over labour trouHe.

The first thing Douglas did was to discuss withhis CG.S,
the methods of working the command and the office. He